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ABOUT EBC





• “Greener” narrative: Sustainable buildings

• EU political re-orientation: EU Green Deal
– New financial/funding perspectives
– Focus on sustainability and digitalization

• New or revitalised partnerships

– Declaration: Construction in the circular economy
– Appeal by the construction industry for a rapid and sustainable recovery
– COVID-19: Declaration of the European Construction sector
– Build4People: public-private partnership



GREEN DEAL

Initial analysis on 
the EU Green Deal

A climate neutral Europe = overarching objective / Climate law proposal

Circular economy and buildings renovation = flagship elements

Concrete new/potential initiatives: 
1. Sustainable Europe Investment Plan
2. “Mobilising industry for a clean and circular economy”
3. “At least double or even triple” the renovation rate of buildings
4. Review process of the Construction Products Regulation 



DE-CARBONISATION

Construction 2050 paper: Building tomorrow's Europe today



CIRCULAR ECONOMY

DECLARATION
“Construction in the 
circular economy”

• Promote sustainable 
construction

• Develop a market for 
recycled/reused products

• Tackle liability & 
performance challenges

• Building upon existing 
activities/best-practices

• Establish a multi-
stakeholder experts 
platform

• Deepen policy objectives 
and mechanisms



COVID-19 IMPACT

• Activity drop: short-term and long-term
– Eurostat, May 2020: Production in construction decreased by 14.1% in 

the € area and by 12.0% in the EU, compared with February
• Major drops in production in Italy (-35%) and France (-41%) – Eurostat

– Internal impact surveys: 97 % in Slovenia (OZS), 70 % in Italy (CNA)

• Additional Health and safety costs
– e.g. CAPEB estimates the additional costs related to health measures at 

between 10% and 20% of the daily cost 

• Equity losses: between 113 and 188 billion euros (EC Staff 
Working Document)

– After tourism, construction (17.4%) is the most affected ecosystem to 
suffer equity losses



RECOVERY

• EU budget proposals
• Substantial amount (MFF €1100 billion + Next Generation €750 billion) 
• Focus on the green and digital transition of the European economy
• No specific focus on any sector but leaves marge of manoeuvre to the 

Member States when it comes to priorities

• The built environment can be prioritized? Yes!
• Huge investments needs, both basic and for the green transition
• A clear target to “at least double the annual renovation rate of existing 

building stock” 
• Clear references to energy efficiency of buildings, renovation, social 

and transport infrastructure in the different programmes



RECOVERY

We need to act immediately with a EU concerted action!

Joint initiatives
– Covid-19 Impact: Declaration Of The European Construction Sector
– Joint Declaration on the European Recovery Fund: The construction 

ecosystem as priority with at least €320B dedicated budget
– European Recovery Plan: The multiplier effect of investing in the EU

European Commission
• Proper assessment of funding opportunities for the built environment 

in EU budget proposals
• Platform with MS to assess national initiatives and ensure the built 

environment is a priority in all plans on the Recovery Plan

Construction 2050 Alliance
Cooperate with the EC to assess the different programmes & dialogue with MS 
(with the support of their national associations)



CONSTRUCTION 2050

Work Programme 2020-2021

1. Construction: the solution to Europe’s recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic

2. The contribution of the built environment to the EU Green Deal

3. The human factor in construction: safety, skills and sector’s image

4. Relaunching the Construction 2020 Strategy

5. EU Data Strategy: a construction approach

6. Developing a communication strategy for the Alliance



Thank you for your attention!


